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You can install any size of rainwater tank. However,
some larger sizes, and with connections 1o a
house supply, can attract a rebate from the state
government. Most people want (0 use the rainwater
 either for drinking or to flush toilets or o wash
clothes.

Water Installations mainly installs tanks which
enable the household to use the water in the house
- usually for the kitchen, bathroom/toilet and/or
laundry.

Connections to the house

Rainwater is most often pumped (o the house,
although gravity can be used in some cases 10
direct rainwater to fixtures in the house.

Either a pressure-tank pump or a press control
pump is used 1o supply rainwater when required.
When the tap is tumed on, or the ot flushes,
the pump is activated and gently pumps water o
il the cistern, or enter the kitchen sink or washing
machine;

The tank on top of the pump permits water to be
pumped under_pressure. Instead of the pump
tuming on every time the tap is opened, the
pressure inside the cylinder may be enough to
Supply the water to the house fixture.

The pressure-tank pump system s only one of many
ways o supply the household. Water Installations
provides advice on a number of different types of
pumps, as each has partcular applications. The
pump also needs 1o be sized for the number of
outlets, and often a garden tap is installed for hand-
watering.

(1) Presure tank system. (R) Press control pump
system.

(L) Automatic top-up on top of i
rainwater tank. —

What happens when |
run out of rainwater?

1fyou only insall a smaltank (e 9. ess than 20 000 L)
then it ikely you will un out of rainwater during the
summer period. This, of course, depends on the uses
of the rainwater. Providing a fulllaundy, kitchen and
bathroom servioe rapidly depletes the volume you can
collect during rainy times.

Water Installations integrates the mains (scheme)
water source with the rainwater source. Generaly,
an automatic scheme water top-up is used so that
there is always a small volume of water inside
the tank. Altematively, a double check vaive is
connected 10 both, and when the rainwater is
depleted, you simply turm a couple of ball valves o
enable mains water to enter the system, It is also
possible 10 have an automatic system which shuts
off the pump and tank supply, and allows mains
water to re-enter house taps and fixtures

(R) A double check valve,
with brass bail valves.

Preparation of plans
for local council

A small fee is charged for the preparation of scale
drawings and a written submission to a local council
for a rainwater installation. This fee includes a site
visit where measurements of block size, house
and other buildings size and location, distance
1o boundaries, and_position of tanks, subsurface
trenches and/or garden beds for tank overfiow
are taken. It is very helpful if you can supply both
a house plan and a site plan of the block showing
dimensions, contours and other detais.

Should you require both a rainwater tank and
a greywater system, the fee s greally reduced.
However, the installaiion of  rainwater tank usually
requires “building’ approval, while a greywater
system needs ‘environmental_health’ approval.
Essentially, two diferent applications have to be
witen, although the same house and block plan
can be used.

The wiitten submission nominally lists _the
specifcations for the proposed system and brief
notes about the systern relevant to the application.
Often, _local _ goverment  counciss  require.
engineered drawings from the tank manufacturer,
and these are supplied as part of the submission
o council

A Buiding License is issued for the successful
appiication or a rainwater tank. For any greywater
application, the completion of the *Application to
Construct or Install an Apparalus for the Treatment
of Sewage form is provided. In both cases, these
applications are either forwarded to the property
owner 50 that they can submit this to their local
council or are submited to council on your behalf.
Any application fees are the responsibilly of the
property owner, and these must be paid before any
approvals are given.

Optional extras

Every rainwater tank comes supplied with a tap
(usually_brass) and overflow fiting. Each tank.
manufacturer has_their own fitings, and some
supply a basket. The overflow pipe is usually a
Jength of PVC which directs overflow o the ground.
This then flows through draincail or dripperine in a
garden area or as subsurface iigation

Water Installations also can install a simple water
level device. This is essentially a ciear plastc tube
extending from the tap outlet up {0 the 1op of the
tank. The water level inside the tank is displayed
in the tubing

We always install a leaf eater and a first flush
device which both enable higher quality water to
be collected and stored. A fiter bag is an optonal
exra




[image: image2.jpg]Large steel-based tanks will also have a sacrificial
anode which is buried alongside the tank. This.
helps prevent corrosion of the steel body.

In additon o these standard fitings, a number of
optional extras are available for your rainwater tank
system. These include:

+  Filter bag. A 20um cloth fter which
removes most sand and dust as the
water enters the tank

+ Vermin proofing. This is often
necessary for sieel and steekliner
tanks to” prevent insects, frogs and
small rodents from finding their way
into the tank.

- Garden overflow. Either a subsuface
piped_trench o & simplegravity-
fed slotted pipe or dripper System
is installed to direct overflow more
effectively to garden areas or beds.

+ Venting. Condensation is common in
rainwaer tanks. This is not a problem
for poly (plastic) tanks but can cause
minor corrosion in steel and steel-iner
tanks. A ‘whirlybird vent or similer is
instalied in the tank ld to duct excess
water vapour to the atmosphere.

P

Call for prices and details.

Ph/fax (08) 9295 6263
Mobile 0439 971213

PO Box 1125
Midland Delivery Centre 6936

ail_rossmars| 00.com

ABN 64 127 735433

Interested in greywater
reuse in your garden?

Greywater Reuse Systems

offer a complete range of wastewater
and greywater reuse options.

(see website).
www.greywaterreuse.com.au

Installation and options

Water Installations offers clients a ange of services,
including the purchase, delivery and installation
of rainwater tanks. A complete range of tanks is
available, including polyethylene tanks, fibreglass,
aquaplate and steehiner tanks,

What are the benefits

of rainwater tanks?
Collecting rainwater has many environmental

benefits, as well as benefiting you! Some reasons
for harvesting rainwater include:

+ Making fresh water available (o flush
tollets 0r o provide a laundry source.

+ Using rainwater for drinking purposes.

- Supplementing the watering of garden
areas.

+ Reducing our use of mains (scheme)
water - a very valuable, limited
resource.

+ Saving some money — buying less
water from a service provider.

+ Providing a water source which has
reduced levels of salts and other
substances.





